(an improbable farce)

by Noel Coward
Directed by Peter Brooks

CAST
(in order of appearance)
Edith (a maid) Sophie Baxter
Ruth Christine Morton

Charles Brian McDonnell
Doctor Bradman David Radford
Mrs. Bradman Jan Wallis
Madame Arcarti Maggie Dobson
Elvira Martina McCormack

Synopsis of Scenes
The action of the play passes in the living room
of Charles Condomine’s house in Kent

Act One
Scene 1 - Before dinner on a summer evening
Scene 2 - After dinner
Scene 3 - The next morning

Act Two
Scene 1 - Late the following afternoon
Scene 2 - Early evening, a few days later
Scene 3 - After dinner, a few days later
Scene 4 - Several hours later

There will be one fifteen minute interval
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Director’s Note

Noél Coward always said that Blithe Spirit was his own
favourite play. Written in an amazing five days.....And
even more amazing when you know it ran for nearly five
years on its opening production in London.

I had the pleasure of meeting Sir Noél at rehearsals
of a production | was involved in many years ago which
had Beryl Reid, Phyllis Calvert and Patrick Cargill in the
cast and can still recall some of the notes he gave me.

There have been countless revivals of this
“improbable farce”, the last in London starred Penelope
Keith and the next opening on Broadway in February has
Angela Lansbury in the Madame Arcarti role.

It has been great fun returning to this very clever,
witty script and a pleasure to be surrounded by such a
talented cast and crew. Brian McDonnell leaves Captain
Perkins in Hull for Charles Condomine’s country house in
Kent.(close your eyes and it could be Coward himself).
Christine Morton (Sister Amnesia in “Nunsense”) and
Martina McCormack (last seen in Arsenic and Old Lace)
play the two bickering wives Ruth and Elvira. Maggie
Dobson, one of the stalwarts of the Salon makes Madame
Arcarti her very own person. Jan Wallis, David Radford
and Sophie Baxter complete the cast.

So sit back, relax and enjoy this sophisticated comedy.
I know you will.
Peter Brooks (Director)

Coming Soon

I’ll Be Back Before Midnight
by Peter Colley

This gripping play is a spine-chilling mixture of suspense
and shocks, with just the right amount of comedy added.

Greg brings his wife Jan to an isolated farmhouse,
ostensibly to recover from her nervous breakdown. But
unsettling things start to happen almost as soon as they
arrive. Greg s sister Laura arrives, much to Jan’s dismay.
Then there is George, a strange and slightly demented
farmer who lives nearby.

A nightmare of frightening occurrences result in
a thrilling, heart-stopping end. With the talented cast
of Ronan Holdsworth; June Williamson; Stephen Burns,
and newcomer, Beckie Leedham, this promises to be a

truly entertaining evening of drama and suspense.
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